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BUDGET THROWS ONTARIO’S POOR IN LIMBO
25in5 Network for Poverty Reduction

The sting of recession and deep-seated poverty will
continue for too many Ontarians who were left behind in
today’s provincial budget, says the 25 in 5 Network for
Poverty Reduction.

“While the provincial government held the line on some
poverty reduction promises, it has thrown 162,000
Ontarians with special dietary needs into limbo by
announcing the replacement of the Special Diet program
with another initiative — the details of which are yet to be
worked out,” says 25 in 5 co-chair Michael Creek.

“There are a lot of unanswered questions about the
adequacy of the new nutrition supplement.”

Creek acknowledged the government’s decision to raise
social assistance rates by 1%, but criticized it for falling
short of need. It amounts to a paltry $5.85 a month for a
single person on Ontario Works.

“That’s not even enough to take a return TTC trip in
Toronto,” Creek says. “That’s playing small at a time
when the province needs to step up.”

The budget also offers no answer to the hundreds of
thousands of workers who lost their job to recession and

are poised to run out of Employment Insurance (El).
“We’ve seen neighbours lose their jobs to this recession —
men, women, young Ontarians, newcomers to Ontario —
and they can’t get back in. They’re exhausting ElI
benefits, they’re falling onto welfare rolls, they’re running
out of retirement investments and there’s no answer for
them.”

The budget comes through on replacement of federal
dollars for child care subsidies and funding for enforce-
ment of employment standards. But it lacks new invest-
ments in other areas like the Ontario Child Benefit,
housing affordability, employment equity, and social
assistance adequacy and protection of assets.

“Without an investment plan in this budget, Ontario will
fail at reaching its goal of reducing poverty by 25% by
2013,” Creek says. “As a result, families will fall behind
and Ontario will fall behind. For Ontario to fully recover
from the last year of recession, we need all hands on deck
to bring us back to prosperity. This budget fails to get us
there.”

Governments responded to the economic crisis by

giving billions of dollars in bailouts and tax cuts to

failed corporations and banks. Now they are looking to
get that money back in the way of serious social cutbacks.

Email: madeleine.meilleur@ontario.ca

WHAT CAN | DO?

e Call-in / Email in - Contact the Minister of Community and Social Services at (416) 325-5225 or

e Come Out: Public Meeting - Testimony of Poor People Against this Government -
Friday, April 9th: 6pm @ PARC (1499 Queen St W)

e Come Out: Mass Demonstration Raise the Rates - Rally and March Against the McGuinty Government -
Thursday, April 15th: 12noon @ Allan Garden's Park (Gerrard and Sherbourne)
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Please register with Nona Clark 905-522-1148 x 319
(leave a message with name and phone number)
Or e-mail nonaclark_2005@hotmail.com

PROTEST RALLY AT QUEEN’S PARK!

To stop the Claw-back* of the Ontario Child Benefit from children on social assistance!
In July 2009, the O.C.B. was increased to $92, but most of this increase was clawed back from
families on social assistance, by reducing the Basic Needs portion of the parents' benefits.

Worst hit by this claw-back were parents with one child aged 13+.

Many of these families are now receiving only $1 more per month than in 2008.

TUESDAY APRIL 27, 2010, 8:45 AM Buses leaving Hamilton at Fortino’s Plaza,
Dundurn between King and Main. Meet in north parking lot - King St.
Buses leaving Toronto at approximately 1:00 PM. Light lunch provided.

Sponsored by the Campaign for Adequate Welfare and Disability Benefits (Hamilton), the Social Action Committee of
the Ont. Assoc. of Social Workers (Hamilton), and 25 in 5 Hamilton Network for Poverty Reduction
* A “Claw-back™ is defined by the Oxford Dictionary as “recovery or retrieval of an allowance by taxation or other means”

POVERTY ADVOCATES DECRY LOSS OF DIET ALLOWANCE
Laurie Monsebraaten Social Justice Reporter, Toronto Star

Ontario is scrapping the Special Diet Allowance that
helps people on social assistance pay extra food
costs related to specific medical conditions such as
diabetes and high blood pressure.

Confirming the pre-budget fears of anti-poverty
advocates, the Liberal government cited last fall’s
provincial auditor’s report, which found evidence of
abuse in the welfare-based program.

Instead, the budget is proposing a new nutritional
supplement to be administered by the health ministry.

The allowance program that provides up to $250 per
month and helps about one in five people on social
assistance ““is not sustainable and is not achieving the in-
tended results,” budget documents say.

It serves about 162,000 people and has ballooned from $6
million in 2003 to more than $200 million in 2008, the
government has said.

The new health supplement would be “medically based
and would help individuals with severe medical needs
that are on social assistance,” the budget says.

Transition to the new program will occur over the next
several months to “give recipients the opportunity to
adjust,” the budget adds.

Details on how it would work, how much money people
would get and who would be eligible, will be released
soon, officials said. However, it is expected the new

program will cost government less than what it pays now.

The Ontario Human Rights Commission ruled last
month that the allowance program discriminates
against people with certain conditions. It ordered the
province to increase payments for three complainants
and boost benefits for everyone under similar
circumstances within three months.

But the budget’s plan to kill the allowance in favour
of a new program, effectively allows the government to
side step the ruling, officials said.

NDP leader Andrea Horwath said it is “shameful” for the
government to be ending the special diet allowance.

“The government has abandoned all pretence of dealing
with the poverty issues that many people in our province
face,” she told reporters.

“The government is fighting its deficit on the backs of the
most vulnerable and poor people of this province,” she
added.

In other measures that will impact the province’s poorest
residents, the budget calls for a 1-per-cent increase to
social assistance, to take effect next fall. In means single
people on welfare would see their monthly cheques rise
by $6 to $571, while those on the province’s disability
support program would see their monthly payments go
up by $11 to $1,053.
Cont'donP. 4
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